
1. How is an earned income tax different than a regular income tax? 
An earned income tax will only tax W-2 compensation or self-employment income 
that is subject to the self-employment tax.  Income that is not taxed would include 
retirement income, Social Security income, IRA distributions, pensions, 
unemployment compensation, workers compensation, interest and dividends, 
capital gains, royalties, profit from rental activities,  lottery winnings, distributive 
shares of profit from S Corporations, alimony received, and distributions from 
trusts and estates.  
 

2. How much money will this levy generate? 
 $1,040,665 annually 
 

3. What will the money be used for? 
Operating expenditures are expenses paid for through the school district's 
general fund. These include the following: transportation costs, utilities, 
technology,  textbooks, consumable materials, salaries and benefits for all staff, 
contracted services including special education, mandated costs including testing 
and inspections, and supplies including custodial and maintenance. 
 

4. Why earned income tax? 
It diversifies our income. It will fluctuate as a resident’s income goes up or down. 
It lessens the burden on senior citizens, many of whom are on a fixed income. It 
spreads the tax amongst all who live in the district and earn income rather than 
just those who own real property.  
 

5. At what rate will this levy tax?  
0.75% 
 

6. Why is Green Local asking for this levy now?   
The district has operated 11 years without any new operating taxes.   We have 
experienced rising costs due to inflation and health care premiums. Additionally, 
we received more state and federal funding in 2008 than we do today. 
 

7. How is the district fiscally responsible? 
 We spend $1,500 less per student than the state average and we are in the 
bottom 3 schools county wide. There are various cost controls that have been 
implemented including the sharing of services with other school districts. This 
includes our treasurer, several teaching positions, nursing support and 
transportation. In 2016 the bond issue was refinanced saving the district over 
$250,000 in interest. Additionally, we have made administrative staffing 
reductions, used computer software to reduce daily bus routes by more than 50 
miles a day and made changes to LED lighting to decrease energy usage. 
 



8. How does open enrollment affect our budget? 
 We have a fabulous school district with a wonderful reputation for providing a  

             high-quality education with strong values. This reputation has resulted in a net  
             gain of 74 students through open enrollment which accounts for $444,740 in  
             revenue.  

 
 

9. Is this levy for the new school?  
No, the bond issue that was passed on May 4, 2010 for 32 years was for the new 
building. It was refinanced in 2016 saving the taxpayers $250,000 in interest. The 
total cost for the new school was $32,923,190.  The state’s share of this project 
was 65% or $21,400,073. The local share was 35% or $11,523,117. 
 

10.  Is the new school more expensive to operate? 
The new school is more efficient, but also has air conditioning and complies with 
all air quality regulations. As a result, the new school is slightly less expensive to 
operate than our old buildings. 
 

11. Have other local districts used an income tax to diversify their income?  
Yes 
Triway, Norwayne and Dalton - 0.75% 
Chippewa and Northwest - 1.0% 
Northwestern, Hillsdale and Loudonville - 1.25% 

 
      12. Will this tax people that are working in the district?  

No, there are only two options for school districts: an income tax or an earned 
income tax.  Both options only tax the residents of the district.  

 
      13. When can I cast my vote?  

Early voting begins April 10th and Election Day is on Tuesday, May 8th. 
Additional Voting Information: www.VoteWayne.org  
 
The link above also has information on polling place locations, absentee ballots 
and voter registration. 

 
      14. My home value and taxes went up. Don’t the schools get more money from that? 

Property taxes in Ohio are governed by HB920. Under HB920 tax rates reduce  
                        as values increase in the school district. The school district receives the same  
                        amount. Individual taxpayers may see their personal taxes go up or down but the  
                        district revenue remains the same.  
 
 
 

http://www.votewayne.org/


   15. Time needed to collect income 
School district income taxes are collected by employers, sent to the Ohio Department of  

            Taxation then sent to the district quarterly (April, July, October, January). Here is the  
            average collection rates of a new income tax: 

Period Collection Cumulative 
April year 1 5.9% 5.9% 
July year 1 15.0% 20.9% 
October year 1 15.7 36.6% 
January year 2 15.8% 52.4% 
April Year 2 23.9% 76.3% 
July year 2 40.7% 117.0% 
October year 2 20.1% 137.1% 
January year 3 20.6% 157.7% 
April year 3 24.9% 182.6% 
July year 3 36.4% 219.0% 

 
 
16. Are we asking for this levy because we have a new building? 

The new building is not the cause of the levy need. When the bond issue passed, it was  
            projected that a new levy would be needed in 2015. The district has been able to put this  
            off for a couple years because of efficiency created by the new school and other  
            reductions. 
 
17. We just passed a bond issue, why can’t that be used for operating?  

State law requires bond issue proceeds to be spent only on construction/capital outlay.  
 
18. Were there operating expenses built into the bond issue levy for the new building? 

The purpose of that issue was to “pay the local share of school construction under the  
            State of Ohio Classroom Facilities Assistance Program and renovating, furnishing,  
            equipping and otherwise improving school district buildings and facilities and acquiring  
            and improving their sites”. The law provides that the proceeds be spent only on the  
            stated purpose. The law prohibits using these funds on operations. 

There were opportunities to streamline some operations with the new building. These  
            have been used to put off a levy request from an estimate of 2015 at the time of the  
            bond issue to 2018. 

 
19. How do I get registered to vote and what is the last day this can be done to vote  
      during May 8 election? 

To register to vote online, please click on the link below. 
https://olvr.sos.state.oh.us 

 
April 9, 2018 is the deadline for voter registration for the May 8 primary election.  

 

https://olvr.sos.state.oh.us/


20. I have some specific questions related to a school district earned income tax. Where  
      can I go to look for additional answers? 

Below is a link to a document titled, Ohio’s School District Income Tax. In this publication  
            there are 41 common questions and answers.  

https://www.tax.ohio.gov/portals/0/tax_analysis/tax_data_series/school_district_data/sdit
qa.pdf 
 
21. What are the other levies in the district? 

The district has two emergency levies that will need to be renewed. Both of these are  
            for operational expenses. One raises $500,000 annually and the last year of collection is  
            2026. It can be renewed in November 2025. The other one raises $850,000 annually  
            and the last year of collection is 2021. It can be renewed in November 2020. 
 

https://www.tax.ohio.gov/portals/0/tax_analysis/tax_data_series/school_district_data/sditqa.pdf
https://www.tax.ohio.gov/portals/0/tax_analysis/tax_data_series/school_district_data/sditqa.pdf

